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Also featured is the 555th Combat Support Brigade in Iraq and the AEA 2006 Report to Members
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__This past summer,a volunteer
from the Somerset County
Historical Society warmly
welcomed Army Corps visitors |
at the historic Van Veghten

House in Somerset County, N.J.

o He enthusiastically explained
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his past summer, a volunteer from the Som-
erset County Historical Socicty warmly
welcomed Army Corps visitors at the historic
i Van Veghten House in Somerset County, N1
= enthusiastically explained that the very room they were
standing in was where Gen. George Washington danced the
miglt'away at a dinner party during the Revolutionary War.
~ The Corps visitors were a team who are performing the
Finderne Wetlands Mitigation Project on the house’s prop-
It was evident to the team that the state is proud of its
. This was taken into account when the Corps' New
istrict decided to collaborate with the state in 2000
nitigation project that is enhancing and restoring

d around the house to create wildlife habitats and a

the Corps has with all of their flood damage

ion projects. “The project is enhancing existing
forested land and grassland habitats on the site
20+ acres of man-made wetlands to sustain

d create an educarional public park." said Grubh,
land was used for farming crops and livestock

e fate 1600's to just a few years ago when Somerset
purchased it for open space preservation and park
opment. Years of farming had caused erosion prob-
the land. One of these farms is the historic Van

en House. By 1699, the Van Veghten family farmed
of land that included all of the property now
struction at the mitigation site. The 18th Cenrury
itch farmhbouse still stands on the bluff above
dplain with a view to the Raritan River,

that's presently occupied by the Somerset
orical Society, has a rich history that includes

. George Washington's Quartermaster

Gﬁﬂ.- Nathaniel Greene, during the Revolution-
-f%yj!hlle his soldiers camped nearby. According to
orps-has been working cooperatively since
County’s Parks Commission to plan, design
ot the site,

n began by moving earth on the mitigation

ry. The land was graded for approximately

_ d—the—clnck to prepare it for spring seeding.
stage of the mitigation work by achieving

1 that supports the water needs required for
‘growth. The soil in the wetland creation areas
using a 30-inch plow-bedding harrow, to cre-
sand depressions, mimicking the uneven surface
wetland. The soil was then fertilized and limed

and this past spring nearly 100,000 trees and shrubs were
planted. Habitat mitigation areas were also sceded with a
mixture of native grasses and wild flowers.

Several wetland habitats, forested land and grassland
habitats were enhanced or created to provide nesting and
foraging habitats for a variety of birds, amphibians, reptiles,
aquatic invertebrates, butterflies and mammals. The public
will be able to view these habitats by walking along a 2-mile
nature trail created by the Corps.

The trail meanders throughout the site and has signs
that educate the public about the habitats and the wild-
life they are supporting, as well as provide facts about the
nearby Van Veghten House. Also on the site are two playing
fields with parking lots and access roads, making the sitc a
part af the Raritan River Greenway. “Most of the mitiga-
tion work was completed in the summer of 2006, Twelve
acres of recreational area, such as the trail and playing
fields, will be opened to the public n the spring of 2007
after the grasses and plants have had a chance to grow,”
added Grubb.

An unnamed 800-foot stream, referred to as the "Find-
erne Brook," runs through portions of the site. The stream
was eroding and the Corps took steps to create a more
natural water flow and restore its habitat. To improve the
water flow, the floodplain, or area bordering the stream,
was widened to prevent the stream’s banks from eroding
and an undersized pipe culvert, that was constricting flow,
was replaced with a natural bottom arched culvert bridge,
To tmprove the stream habitat and stabilize the banks, the
stream was graded, seeded with Moodplain grass, planted
with wetland plant cuttings, such as willow species, and
covered with a degradable coir matting, made of coconut
fiber, to stabilize riverbank soils until vegetation takes hold.
In addition, to prevent sail erosion, supplemental riverbed
stone material was placed in the stream, Also, the stones
create a series of pools and riffles for fish and invertebreate
habitats, such as crayfish and pickerel frogs that have al-
ready been sighted in the stream,

Thirty-nine acres of enhanced grassland has trans-
formed the property around the Van Veghten House that
overlooks the Raritan River. The grassland provides house
visitors an unobstructed view of the vista across the flood-
plain towards the Raritan River. The floodplain was seeded
with warm season grasses, including Indian grass and
bluestern and wildflowers, such as ox-eye daisy, asters, and
coreopsis that will support a population of pollinating birds
and insects, and the meadow will be a foraging area for the
resident fox and red-tailed hawk, as well as other birds and
small mammals. AL

D Jodnne Castagna s a technical writer for the US Army
Carps of Engineers, New York Districe, She can be reached ar
Joanne. castagnaie usace.army il
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