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By JoAnne Castagna

Exterior of Grant Barracks at the U.S. Military Academy at  
West Point, New York. Credit: Dan Desmet, Public Affairs.
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With 
honor

Army Corps shares love of 
preservation for Ulysses Grant's family

New Jersey resident, Ulysses Grant Dietz is named af-

ter his great great grandfather, Army General Ulysses 

S. Grant, the nation’s 18th president and commander 

in chief. Dietz realized at a young age that bearing his name 

would be significant in his life. 

"In 1968, at my grandfather's me-
morial service at the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., I met his older sister who 
was born in the White House in 1876 and 
who married a Russian prince in 1899," 
Dietz says. "I suddenly became aware of my 
ignorance. I realized that my family was not 
like other families, and that somehow I had 
to do something about that. I was only 13, 
but I think a switch was flipped that day."

Since then, he has set out to preserve 
and share his family's history. He has done 
this by being on the board of the Ulysses 
S. Grant Association and speaking annually 
at the General Grant National Memorial or 
“Grant's Tomb” on the General’s birthday. 
He’s also made preservation his career and 
was the Chief Curator of the Newark Muse-
um for many years.

So when he heard that the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, New York District, is ren-
ovating and preserving Grant Barracks at the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New 
York, he was pleased. “Buildings like this are 
often not treated with historical sensitivity, 

which seems too bad. So the idea that the 
historic aspect of the building—even though 
it was built in 1931—is being considered is 
a good thing,” Dietz says.

The Army Corps is performing this work 
as part of the West Point Cadet Barracks Up-
date Program. This purpose of the program 
is to provide additional modern living space 
for the Cadets:

• �Grant Barracks—formerly named 
“Old South Barracks”—was con-
structed in 1931 and is the oldest 
Cadet barracks in use. 

• �It was re-named after General Grant 
who commanded the victorious Union 
Army during the American Civil War. 

• �Grant graduated from the academy in 
1843 and both his son and grandson 
would following in his footsteps.

Today, the barracks is being modern-
ized to meet the needs of the modern Cadet.

“The renovation includes a complete 
gut and remodel of the existing structure 

Army General Ulysses S. Grant. 
Credit: Wikipedia.

Renovation of Grant Barracks at the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
New York. Credit: Dan Desmet,  
Public Affairs.
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and the floor plans will be optimized to utilize space in a more 
practical way,” says Christopher Reinhardt, former Chief of New York 
District’s Military Programs Branch.

The renovation is being accomplished by Army Corps contractors, 
while STV Inc. of New York City is performing the design, and J. Koko-
lakis Contracting Inc. of Bohemia, New York is doing the construction.

When completed, the multi-story barracks will have 162 mod-
ernized rooms. To assist the Cadets with their academics, each Cadet 
company will have Collaboration Rooms that will allow them to meet 
in large numbers to work on group projects or participate in team 
building activities.

To help with this, it will be equipped with Wi-Fi and work 
stations will be equipped with cable connectors and power supply 
between computers and devices—Universal Serial Bus (USB) ports. 
In addition, the barracks will be outfitted with completely new me-
chanical, electrical and plumbing systems.  

The barracks will also get something that it didn’t have be-
fore—air conditioning. Many of these new and upgraded features 
will be energy-efficient making the barracks Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver Certifiable. 

Preservation a birthright 
Besides the renovations, preservation work 
is also underway. Dietz says that preserving 
old buildings is in his family’s blood and so 
is the Army Corps. 

“My grandfather, Ulysses S. Grant III was 
a 1903 West Point Graduate, who worked 
for the Army Corps and was also a founding 
trustee of the National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation," Dietz says. “In the 1920s, his job 
in Washington, D.C. was to oversee all of the 
public buildings and parks, including the White 
House, which he altered for the Coolidge’s.”

Dietz was also bitten by the preservation 
bug. “I’ve always loved old houses and the 
variety of things that went inside them. While 
I was Chief Curator of the Newark Museum, I 
was the keeper of a great 1885 beer baron’s 
mansion that is part of the museum’s complex.

Interestingly, next door to this was the 
house of Marcus L. Ward, torn down to build 
the museum in 1922. It was a house that 
Ulysses S. Grant and his wife, Julia, visited, be-
cause Ward was a huge supporter of Grant, as 
both governor of New Jersey and a Republican 
congressman during and after the Civil War.

The Army Corps will be doing its own 
preservation work on Grant Barrack’s both 
inside and outside the building. Some of 
this preservation will take place in the Grant 
Hall that is connected to the east side of the 
barracks. The hall was built in 1852 and 
was the former Cadet mess hall, used to 
feed Cadets until 1923.

Today, Grant Hall is a kitchen and dining 
area separate from the mess hall. It is also a 
great gathering place to meet up with friends 
socially or discuss projects with professors in a 
more relaxed atmosphere.

Ulysses Grant Dietz, the 
great great grandson of Army 
General Ulysses S. Grant. 
Credit: Ulysses Grant Dietz.

Exterior of Grant Barracks at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, New York. Credit: Dan 
Desmet, Public Affairs.

The Army Corps is performing preservation work inside and outside the building, 
including restoring the decorative wood work along the walls and ceilings of the 
dining hall, like these historic unit crests. To preserve these crests, plaster and 
terrazzo work will be performed. Credit:  Dan Desmet, Public Affairs.
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“Within the woodwork on the walls and ceiling of the dining 
hall there is a rich history of unit crests decorating the interior," 
Reinhardt says. "To preserve these crests plaster and terrazzo work 
will be performed.”

A gothic revival
Grant Barrack’s exterior military gothic revival architecture is also be-
ing restored in order to blend in with the rest of the historic 200-year 
old campus. This involves delicate repointing work, pressure washing 
and re-grouting of the exterior granite stones. 

Repointing is when the joints of brick or stonework are repaired 
by filling in with grout or mortar. The primary purpose of this is to 
prevent water from infiltrating into the building.

Besides the granite work, exterior historic items will be restored, 
including decorative metal railings, stone masonry, and decorative 
metal and wood doors. 

The barracks is expected to be available to the Cadets in 
the summer of 2020. This spring, Dietz will have an opportu-
nity to see the Grant Barrack’s renovation work. He’ll be at the 
academy with the Ulysses S. Grant Association to view a new 
Grant statue.  

After this, he’ll be traveling with the academy’s honor guard 
to Grant’s Tomb in New York City for an annual commemoration 
ceremony. There he’ll give a speech—like he’s done for 30 
years—educating the public about Ulysses S. Grant and continu-
ing to preserve and share his family’s history. FC

A regular contributor to Commercial Construction & Renovation, Dr. JoAnne Castagna is a Public Affairs Specialist and writer for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, New York District. She can be reached at joanne.castagna@usace.army.mil
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Armstrong Flooring

Julie Eno, Brand Programs Manager

2500 Columbia Ave.

Lancaster, PA 17604

(717) 672-7212

www.armstrongflooring.com

jeeno@armstrongflooring.com

Product Type:

Wood: Engineered, Solid, Finished
Tile:  

Floating Floors: Laminate, Wood, Linoleum

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Linoleum

Resilient Sheet: Vinyl, Linoleum

Resilient Other: Wall Base, Accessories

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Associated Floors  

International

Rich Goodman, President

32 Morris Ave.

Springfield, NJ 07932

(973) 376-1111

Fax: (973) 376-1145

www.associatedfloors.com

rgoodman@associatedfloors.com

Product Type:

Wood: Strand Woven Bamboo, Unfinished, Exotics, Aged/Reclaimed

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain, Quartz, Cement, Agglomerates, 

Terrazzo Tile

Metal: Stainless Steel

Floating Floors: Wood, Cork

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Linoleum, Cork, Rubber, Recycled 

Rubber, Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin, PVC Free) 

Resilient Sheet: Vinyl, Linoleum, Rubber, Recycled Rubber, Misc. 

(Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin or Other PVC Free)

Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories

Carpet: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, Rugs, Sisal, Wool or Other  

(Natural Fiber) 

Concrete: Polished, Topping, Poured Floors

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

The Belknap White Group

111 Plymouth St.

Mansfield, MA 02048

(800) 283-7500

www.belknapwhite.com

Product Type:

Wood: Engineered, Solid, Finished, Unfinished,  

Exotics, Aged/Reclaimed

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain

Floating Floors: Laminate, Wood, Other

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Rubber, Recycled Rubber, Misc. 

(Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin, PVC Free) 

Resilient Sheet: Vinyl, Rubber, Recycled Rubber

Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories

Carpet: 

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Bentley Mills

SherryDreger, VP of Marketing

14641 E Don Julian Rd.

City of Industry, CA 91746

(800) 423-4709

www.bentleymills.com

marketing@bentleymills.com

Product Type:

Resilient Sheet: Vinyl

Carpet: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, Rugs

Markets Served: N/A 

Bostik, Inc.

11320 W Watertown Plank Rd.

Wauwatosa, WI 53226

(414) 607-1373

Fax: (414) 607-1551

www.bostik.com/us

Product Type:

Setting Materials, Grouts, Adhesive, Membranes

Markets Served: N/A

Brintons

Lydia Day, Marketing Executive

1000 Cobb Place Blvd., Bldg. 200, Ste 200

Kennesaw, GA 30144

(678) 594-9315

Fax: (678) 594-9301

www.brintons.net 

lday@brintonsusa.com

Product Type:

CARPET: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, Rugs

MARKETS SERVED: Hospitality, Gaming/Casino, Marine,  

Public Spaces, Leisure

Ceramics of Italy

Daniele Deustachio, Marketing Officer

1 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 1000

Miami, FL 33131

(305) 461-3896

Fax: (786) 497-8900

www.ceramica.info

miami@ice.it

Product Type:

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Porcelain

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

ASSOCIATED FLOORS, INTERNATIONAL

The Flooring Resource for Multi-Location Environments Since 1921

The

Belknap

White

Group
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Construction Specialties

Wade Brown, Senior Product 

Marketing Manager

6696 State Route 405

Muncy, PA 17756

(800) 293-8493

www.c-sgroup.com/efs

fl oor@c-sgroup.com

Product Type:

Metal: Stainless Steel, Aluminum

Resilient Tile: Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefi n, PVC Free) 

Carpet: Carpet Tile

Markets Served: Healthcare, Corporate, Education, Mixed Use

CorPlug, Inc.

Jacquie Gray, VP Customer Relations

2708 Cardinal Dr.

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(714) 432-1995

www.corplug.com

info@corplug.com

Product Type:

Resilient Tile: Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefi n, PVC Free) 

Cast Concrete type plug to infi ll abandoned fl oor cores in multi-story 

commercial offi ce buildings

Markets Served: Corporate, High Rise Offi ce

Cosentino North America

Jose Luis Sorto, 

North America Commercial Sales Manager

355 Alhambra Cr., 10th Floor

Coral Gables, FL 33134

(818) 378-2665

www.cosentino.com

jlsoto@cosentino.com

Product Type: N/A

Markets Served: N/A 

Creative Edge Master Shop, Inc.

James Belilove, President

601 S 23rd St.

Fairfi eld, IA 52556

(641) 472-8145

Fax: (641) 472-2848

www.creativeedgemastershop.com

jimb@cec-waterjet.com

Product Type:

Tile: Porcelain, Terrazzo Tile

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Linoleum, Cork, Rubber

Resilient Sheet: Linoleum, Rubber, Recycled Rubber

Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories

Carpet: Rugs

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Crossville, Inc.

Irene Williams, PR Representative

349 Sweeney Dr.

Crossville, TN 38555

(931) 484-2110

www.crossvilleinc.com

irene@msg2mkt.com

Product Type:

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain

Markets Served: N/A

Curecrete 

(Ashford Formula & RetroPlate)

Garrett Soong, Director of Marketing

1203 Spring Creek Pl.

Springville, UT 84663

(801) 489-5663

Fax: (801) 489-3307

www.curecrete.com

marketing@curecrete.com

Product Type:

Concrete: Polished, Stained

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls, Parking Garages, Sports 

Arenas, Distribution Warehouses, Logistical Centers, etc.

Del Conca USA, Inc.

Juan Molina, General Manager

155 Del Conca Way

Loudon, TN 37774

(865) 657-3550

Fax: (865) 657-3554

www.delconcausa.com

j.molina@delconcausa.com

Product Type:

Tile: Porcelain

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Designer Tile and Stone

Nathan Jay, Vice President

100 Newfi eld Ave.

Edison, NJ 08837

(732) 225-1877

Fax: (732) 225-0660

www.dedsignertilestone.com

info@designertilestone.com

Product Type:

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain, Quartz

Markets Served: N/A 43
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ON YOUR CHANCE  
TO BE INCLUDED

Armstrong FlooringJulie Eno, Brand Programs Manager2500 Columbia Ave.Lancaster, PA 17604(717) 672-7212www.armstrongflooring.comjeeno@armstrongflooring.com
Product Type:Wood: Engineered, Solid, Finished

Tile:  Floating Floors: Laminate, Wood, LinoleumResilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, LinoleumResilient Sheet: Vinyl, LinoleumResilient Other: Wall Base, Accessories
Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Associated Floors  InternationalRich Goodman, President32 Morris Ave.Springfield, NJ 07932(973) 376-1111Fax: (973) 376-1145www.associatedfloors.comrgoodman@associatedfloors.comProduct Type:
Wood: Strand Woven Bamboo, Unfinished, Exotics, Aged/Reclaimed

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain, Quartz, Cement, Agglomerates, 
Terrazzo TileMetal: Stainless SteelFloating Floors: Wood, Cork

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Linoleum, Cork, Rubber, Recycled 
Rubber, Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin, PVC Free) 

Resilient Sheet: Vinyl, Linoleum, Rubber, Recycled Rubber, Misc. 
(Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin or Other PVC Free)

Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories
Carpet: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, Rugs, Sisal, Wool or Other  (Natural Fiber) 

Concrete: Polished, Topping, Poured Floors
Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

The Belknap White Group111 Plymouth St.Mansfield, MA 02048(800) 283-7500www.belknapwhite.com
Product Type:Wood: Engineered, Solid, Finished, Unfinished,  Exotics, Aged/ReclaimedTile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, PorcelainFloating Floors: Laminate, Wood, Other

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Rubber, Recycled Rubber, Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefin, PVC Free) 
Resilient Sheet: Vinyl, Rubber, Recycled Rubber

Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories
Carpet: 

Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Bentley Mills
SherryDreger, VP of Marketing14641 E Don Julian Rd.City of Industry, CA 91746(800) 423-4709

www.bentleymills.commarketing@bentleymills.comProduct Type:
Resilient Sheet: VinylCarpet: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, RugsMarkets Served: N/A 

Bostik, Inc.
11320 W Watertown Plank Rd.Wauwatosa, WI 53226

(414) 607-1373
Fax: (414) 607-1551
www.bostik.com/us
Product Type:
Setting Materials, Grouts, Adhesive, MembranesMarkets Served: N/A

Brintons
Lydia Day, Marketing Executive1000 Cobb Place Blvd., Bldg. 200, Ste 200Kennesaw, GA 30144

(678) 594-9315
Fax: (678) 594-9301
www.brintons.net 
lday@brintonsusa.comProduct Type:

CARPET: Broadloom, Carpet Tile, RugsMARKETS SERVED: Hospitality, Gaming/Casino, Marine,  
Public Spaces, Leisure

Ceramics of Italy
Daniele Deustachio, Marketing Officer1 SE 3rd Ave., Suite 1000Miami, FL 33131

(305) 461-3896
Fax: (786) 497-8900
www.ceramica.info
miami@ice.it
Product Type:
Tile: Ceramic/Clay, PorcelainMarkets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 

Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

ASSOCIATED FLOORS, INTERNATIONAL
The Flooring Resource for Multi-Location Environments Since 1921

The
Belknap

White
Group
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Construction SpecialtiesWade Brown, Senior Product Marketing Manager6696 State Route 405
Muncy, PA 17756
(800) 293-8493www.c-sgroup.com/efsfl oor@c-sgroup.com
Product Type:Metal: Stainless Steel, Aluminum

Resilient Tile: Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefi n, PVC Free) Carpet: Carpet Tile
Markets Served: Healthcare, Corporate, Education, Mixed Use

CorPlug, Inc.Jacquie Gray, VP Customer Relations
2708 Cardinal Dr.Costa Mesa, CA 92626
(714) 432-1995www.corplug.cominfo@corplug.com
Product Type:

Resilient Tile: Misc. (Polymer, Bio Based, Polyolefi n, PVC Free) 
Cast Concrete type plug to infi ll abandoned fl oor cores in multi-story commercial offi ce buildingsMarkets Served: Corporate, High Rise Offi ce

Cosentino North America
Jose Luis Sorto, North America Commercial Sales Manager355 Alhambra Cr., 10th FloorCoral Gables, FL 33134

(818) 378-2665www.cosentino.comjlsoto@cosentino.comProduct Type: N/AMarkets Served: N/A 
Creative Edge Master Shop, Inc.James Belilove, President

601 S 23rd St.Fairfi eld, IA 52556
(641) 472-8145Fax: (641) 472-2848www.creativeedgemastershop.comjimb@cec-waterjet.com
Product Type:Tile: Porcelain, Terrazzo Tile

Resilient Tile: Solid Vinyl, VCT, Linoleum, Cork, Rubber
Resilient Sheet: Linoleum, Rubber, Recycled Rubber
Resilient Other: Stair Treads, Wall Base, Accessories

Carpet: Rugs
Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Crossville, Inc.
Irene Williams, PR Representative349 Sweeney Dr.

Crossville, TN 38555
(931) 484-2110
www.crossvilleinc.comirene@msg2mkt.comProduct Type:

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, PorcelainMarkets Served: N/A

Curecrete 
(Ashford Formula & RetroPlate)Garrett Soong, Director of Marketing1203 Spring Creek Pl.Springville, UT 84663

(801) 489-5663
Fax: (801) 489-3307www.curecrete.commarketing@curecrete.comProduct Type:

Concrete: Polished, StainedMarkets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 
Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls, Parking Garages, Sports 
Arenas, Distribution Warehouses, Logistical Centers, etc.

Del Conca USA, Inc.Juan Molina, General Manager155 Del Conca WayLoudon, TN 37774
(865) 657-3550
Fax: (865) 657-3554www.delconcausa.comj.molina@delconcausa.comProduct Type:

Tile: Porcelain
Markets Served: Retail, Hospitality, Healthcare, Restaurants, 
Corporate, Education, Shopping Malls

Designer Tile and StoneNathan Jay, Vice President100 Newfi eld Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837
(732) 225-1877
Fax: (732) 225-0660www.dedsignertilestone.cominfo@designertilestone.comProduct Type:

Tile: Ceramic/Clay, Glass, Porcelain, QuartzMarkets Served: N/A
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Get your company’s profile in our Flooring and 
Project Management Software listings, which will be 

published in our July/August 2019 issue. 

Our annual listings provide a snapshot of the  
leading companies in the respective sectors.

Go online at www.crr-mag.com on 
Advertising Page to download form.

Deadline: July19
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