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— Father Jim Cunningham,     

 Parochial Vicar,  

 St. Francis de Sales Parish

“Michael Fontana  

has a great reputation 

as not only a professor 

but as a talented organist, 

cantor, musician, and 

conductor. He can  

do it all.”

See Ray Vann’s story on page 6

Residents concerned that the Manhattan D.A.’s  
controversial plans could come to Rockaway   

 A person is guilty of robbery in 
the first degree when he forcibly 
steals property and when, in the 
course of the commission of the 
crime or of immediate flight there-
from, he or another participant in 
the crime:
 1. Causes serious physical in-
jury to any person who is not a
participant in the crime; or
 2. Is armed with a deadly weap-
on; or
 3. Uses or threatens the immedi-
ate use of a dangerous instrument; 
or
 4. Displays what appears to be a 
pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, ma-
chine gun or other firearm; except 
that in any prosecution under this 
subdivision, it is an affirmative 
defense that such pistol, revolver, 
rifle, shotgun, machine gun or 
other firearm was not a loaded 
weapon from which a shot, read-
ily capable of producing death or  
other serious physical injury, 

could be discharged. Nothing contained in this subdivision shall constitute a 
defense to a prosecution for, or preclude a conviction of, robbery in the second 
degree, robbery in the third degree or any other crime.
 In essence, Bragg is instructing his prosecutors that these suspects “should 
be charged under “155.25,” which is classified as petit larceny, a class A misde-
meanor.

Story continues on page 13

By Ray Vann 
 As citizens across the city 
debate the pros and cons of 
Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Alvin Bragg’s “soft-on-crime” 
policies outlined in his Day One 
Memo, many in our area have 
begun wondering whether simi-
lar policies may soon be coming 
to Rockaway.
 Bragg’s Day One Memo — 
which states that Manhat-
tan prosecutors should not 
prosecute for crimes such as 
“resisting arrest for any non-
criminal offense,” marijuana 
misdemeanors, or fare evasion, 
and downgrades charges for a 
host of other offenses including 
robbery — has drawn the ire of 
many since it was released to 
the public.
 To clarify, part of Bragg’s Day 
One Memo states the following:
  “An act that could be charged 
under PL 160.15 (2, 3, or 4), 
160.10(2b), or 160.05 that occurs in a commercial setting should be charged 
under PL 155.25 if the force or threat of force consists of displaying a  
dangerous instrument or similar behavior but does not create a genuine 
risk of physical harm.” 
 According to the Penal Code, 160.15 is robbery in the first degree, a 
class B felony:

Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg – pictured here during his swearing – in 
ceremony – says he’s committed “prosecuting people who break the law & holding 
them accountable,” but many believe some of his stated policies seem contrary to 
that statement.

Enforcing The Law, Or Nah?

HELLO, MR. PRESIDENT!

See Kerry Murtha’s story on page 3

Mike McMahon named Mayo 
Society of New York President
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10 Years Ago
With last week’s announcement that the Depart-
ment of Education will not renew the charter for 
the Peninsula Preparatory Academy, comes the 
question of who will operate in the new school 
building that Arverne by the Sea is mandated to 
build on its property. Under a 2007 Memorandum 
of Understanding between the city and the devel-
oper, PPA was to become the operator of the new 
school. Now, the governance question is up in the 
air, and parents who have bought homes in the 
massive development are seizing the hour to get 
control over what they see as “their” school. One 
of those parents, Chun Tom, writing for the home-
owners association, said that he is glad the low-
performing school is closing down. “It would have 
been very difficult to reform the existing school,” 
Tom wrote to ABTS officials. “Better to start from 
scratch with ABTS homeowners dominating the 
Board of Directors. The school must be locally con-
trolled, not by political stooges.”

Rockaway resident Belinda Schwach was recently 
informed that she had passed the rigid standards 
to become a nationally board-certified teacher. 
Only 1302 teachers across New York State have 
ever achieved this status. “NYSUT congratulates 
this year’s cohort for attaining the gold stan-
dard. They have demonstrated advanced teach-
ing knowledge, skills and practices,“ said New 
York State United Teachers Vice President Maria 
Neira, speaking about the 165 teachers who were 

accredited in New York 
State this year, of which 
only thirty are New York 
City teachers. The NBCT 
program was started more 
than two decades ago, as a 
way of allowing teachers to 
reach a nationally accred-
ited certification, honored 
across the country. 

20 Years Ago
In an official memo re-
leased at an open calendar 
meeting of Community 

School Board 27, held on January 17, 2002, at P.S. 
225 in Rockaway Park, it was revealed that Da-
vid R. Hooks, Jr., has been chosen to fill the va-
cancy left by former School Board representative 
James Sanders, Jr. Sanders, who now presides as 
the City Councilman for the 31st councilmanic dis-
trict, served as a member of the board for the last 
12 years. During his tenure, he was responsible 
for “distance learning”, which uses multi-media 
to bring the college experience to the Rockaways. 
He was also instrumental for developing standard 
disciplinary practices throughout the district, and 
was the sole board member who was responsible 
for bringing the Coast Guard program into Middle 
School 198. David R. Hooks, Jr., who ran against 
Sanders in the City Council primary, served in the 
United States Marine Corp from 1965-69 and saw 
action in Vietnam during the years 1966-67. He 
was released on an honorable discharge.

30 Years Ago
Traffic entering the Cross Bay Bridge northbound 
on Wednesday morning was stopped cold when the 
dumpster on a WSI truck was caught by a gust of 
wind and lifted off the truck. It landed sideways 
in the middle lane, bringing all traffic to a stop 
until equipment could be found to lift it and drag 
it away.

City Councilman Walter Ward and local activist 
Lew Simon got into a loud argument at a Com-
munity Board 14 meeting this week over the 

shortening of hours for local libraries. Ward said 
that he had saved as many hours as he could, 
but Simon told him that he had not done enough 
for Rockaway.

40 Years Ago
Dr. Mark Raifman cut the ribbon last week at the 
opening of a new medical arts building on Beach 
129 Street in Belle Harbor. Assisting in the rib-
bon-cutting were Doctors Stanley Cohen and Vic-
tor Turo, associates in the practice.

Rockaway suffered through two two-alarm fires on 
Wednesday, in the midst of a raging snowstorm. 
The first did damage to Rick’s Harbor Light res-
taurant on Beach 130th Street and Newport Ave-
nue. The second fire was at 454 Beach 67th Street. 
The restaurant fire was said to be started by a 
faulty wood-burning fireplace.

50 Years Ago
Rockaway’s Playland is scheduled to become a pro-
tected recreational area according to a New York 
City decision. Not even high-rise buildings will be 
allowed on the site. Let’s hope this is the beginning 
of a trend.

For the first time in many years, the Rotary Ladies 
Night was held at the Bayswater Jewish Center 
this year. Many truckloads of fill have been depos-
ited in the Arverne Urban Renewal Area for some 
weeks and a number of borings have been made in 
connection with the planned new construction on 
nearby Beach 50th Street.

60 Years Ago
Local fingers have been crossed these days be-
cause we have been without snow so far this win-
ter. Quantities of snow have fallen in areas around 
Rockaway, however.

Congressman Joe Addabbo shows such great inter-
est in preventing flooding in Rockaway that some-
body should do something about putting us in his 
district. Not that Manny Celler does not do right 
by us, but why should the peninsula be tacked onto 
a Brooklyn district?

my dad would say,
most people aren’t

listening to you, they’re
      watching you.

I said a few
words to

shuggar...

...he laughs.
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I make him one last
offer, gave him one
last chance to make

things right, for all us,
even for him. but my

words fell upon deaf
ears. it’s a shame.

a shame for him.
...I’ve grown

tired of talking.

because my words may fall,
but like empty shell casings,
as their sound pierces the

air like bullets. I am a god, 
my words and my actions are
one in the same. and now...

like dad said, people aren’t listening to
you, they’re watching you. translation: you

never really tell anyone anything...

...you show them.

By JoAnne Castagna, Ed.D.
Matthew Krzyston grew up in 

the Village of Delhi, a rural com-
munity located in Delaware County, 
New York.

“I grew up half a mile downstream 
from Reservoir Park. As a young kid, 
my parents would take me there to 
picnic and play in Steele Brook. It was 
a special place that people of all ages 
loved to visit. However, during storm 
events, extreme eroding of the stream-
banks caused trees and clay sediment 
to fall into the stream. This created 
flooding in the village and made it im-
possible to even enter the park and it 
was basically forgotten.”

Four decades later, Krzyston is 
part of a team of people that helped 
to change this. Today he’s a Member 
of Council with the Town of Delhi 
and a member of Delhi’s Joint Flood 
Mitigation Committee. The commit-
tee with the help of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, New York Dis-
trict, restored Steele Brook’s banks 
and as a result, there is less flood-
ing, improved water quality, and it’s 
giving new life to Reservoir Park.

“Now the park is more accessible 
and more beautiful than it ever was 
before. I was excited to bring my 
boys—ages 13 and 15—back to the 
same park where my parents had 
brought me. When we entered, they 
were amazed that they had never 
seen this hidden gem that is right up 
the road. My youngest looked around 
and said it felt like we were in a Na-
tional Park. We will be returning of-
ten,” said Krzyston.

The Steele Brook Streambank Sta-
bilization Project is one of many the 
Army Corps has performed under its 
New York City Watershed Environ-
mental Assistance Program. Rifat 
Salim, project manager, New York 
District, U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers said, “This program funds 
projects that are protecting the 
water quality of New York State’s 
watersheds that provide drinking 
water to millions of New York City 
residents and businesses.”

A watershed is an area of land that 
catches rain and snow that drains or 
seeps into a marsh, stream, river, 

lake, or groundwater. This water 
eventually gets stored in reservoirs, 
a place where water is collected and 
kept for use when wanted, such as to 
supply a city.

Steele Brook flows into the West 
Branch Delaware River that is locat-
ed in the heart of the Village of Del-
hi. The West Branch flows into the 
Cannonsville Reservoir, one of sev-
eral, that supplies almost 97 billion 
gallons of water to the New York City 
water supply system. * See sidebar on 
New York City Watershed System.

If a streambank is eroding and 
trees and clay sediment are falling 
down the streambank and into the 
waterway, this can reduce the qual-
ity of the water that will eventually 
become the public’s drinking water 
and it can also cause flooding.

A portion of Steele Brook’s stream-
bank was showing a great deal of 
erosion. During storm events, trees 
and clay sediment washed down 
from the banks, into the stream, and 
down the waterway.  This debris got 
lodged under bridges within the vil-
lage causing the water to over top 
and cause extreme flooding for the 
residents and businesses, impacting 
a population of approximately 3,100.

Krzyston said, “I witnessed flood-
ing within the Village, stemming 
from Steele Brook, on two occa-
sions. Two important bridges were 
almost completely blocked with 
woody debris that had eroded from 
the riverbank. Floodwater jumped 
the banks, flowed down main street, 
and entered residential, businesses, 
and municipal properties. Munici-
pal workers and local businesses 
took emergency action, using heavy 
equipment to remove the woody de-
bris that was blocking the bridges. 
This action allowed Steele Brook to 
pass under the bridges and water 
levels to subside back within the 
river’s banks.”

In order to restore the streambank 
to reduce flooding and improve water 
quality, several agencies collaborated 
including the Army Corps, the New 
York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, the New York 
City Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Village of Delhi and 
Delhi’s Joint Flood Mitigation Com-
mittee, the Delaware County De-
partment of Watershed Affairs, and 
the Delaware County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

The streambank stabilization work 
included clearing the falling trees 
and debris from the 632-foot-long 
Steele Brook and its 21-foot-high 
slopes to stabilize the streambanks.

Along the edges of the stream, 
loose stones were placed. The stones 
slow down the stream and reduce po-
tential damages downstream.

Also, along the stream border, a 
stacked rock wall was built. This 
was done to prevent sediment from 
running off the slopes into the 

stream during storm events.
Above the stacked rock wall, 8, 414 

feet of the bank that was eroding 
was revegetated with native plants 
including native willow live stakes.

Graydon Dutcher, stream pro-
gram coordinator with the Delaware 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District said, “The plant’s roots sta-
bilize the soil and prevent the soil 
from running into the river. The veg-
etation also traps and absorbs sedi-
ment and pollutants, like harmful 
phosphorus and nitrogen particles, 
from entering the stream.”

These pollutants can come from 
nearby roads. Dutcher said, “When 
streambanks are eroded, it makes it 
easier for soil and pollutants to trav-
el from roads to bodies of water. Dur-
ing storm events, water on roads can 
sweep up contaminants and trans-
port them to bodies of water, such 
as a stream, adversely affecting the 
water that will eventually become a 
part of the water supply. Now with 
the newly planted vegetation, the 
flood water will drain from the road 
and filter through this vegetation 
before entering the stream.”

Another way to prevent pollutants 
from traveling from roads to the 
stream is by making sure there is a 
healthy floodplain. The stream was 
realigned to include a floodplain. 
A floodplain is an area of low-lying 
ground that is adjacent to the stream 
that keeps a river clean by filtering 
the water that runs from roads into 
the stream and absorbing pollutants 
before they enter the stream. Flood-
plains also provide space for water 
to spread out and slow down during 
big storm events. Because of Steele 
Brook’s steep side slopes, there was 
little to no floodplain, so the water 
ran straight into the stream without 
getting filtered.

Preventing sediment from enter-
ing the stream is not only beneficial 
to the public’s water supply, but also 
to aquatic habitats.  Clay sediment 
can reduce oxygen in the water suf-
focating aquatic wildlife.

To further protect aquatic habi-
tats, a mixture of deep and shal-

low water depths was created in the 
stream to support different types of 
fish and invertebrate life.

Deep water—or pools—were creat-
ed. Pools have slow-moving water that 
are favorite places for certain species 
of fish, such as Trout, to hang out.

Shallow water—or riffles—were 
created. Riffles are faster moving 

sections of a steam, where rocks 
break the water surface. When the 
water rushes over the rocks it adds 
oxygen to the water. These are good 
places for certain insects to live. 

In addition, this project has given 
the public access to Reservoir Park 
once again and the village is en-
couraging visitors. According to the 
Mayor of Delhi, picnic tables and 
grills will be placed in Reservoir 
Park to encourage not only locals to 
enjoy the area, but also visitors from 
New York City.

Krzyston added, “The flood com-
mission members are very grateful 
to the Army Corps for the role they 
played in this project. I considered 
this to be an emergency. We have 
the local know-how and energy to 
address these types of emergency 
situations. However, it is very diffi-
cult—sometimes even impossible—
to implement these projects without 
support from the Army Corps. While 
the project was designed to ensure 
public safety, the social and recre-
ational benefits to the local popula-
tion are immeasurable. There will 
be many family memories made at 
Reservoir Park.”

Successful Flood Project Bene� ts Small Village 
And New York City, Miles Away

Matthew Krzyston is part of the 
team that efforts to protect the 
water quality of New York State’s 
watersheds that provide drinking 
water to millions of New York City 
residents and businesses.”

In order to restore the streambank 
to reduce fl ooding and improve 
water quality, several agencies 
collaborated at the federal, state 
and city level.

The Steele Brook Streambank Stabilization Project is one of many the 
Army Corps has performed under its New York City Watershed Envi-
ronmental Assistance Program.


