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By Ryan Schwach 
 In a true showing of the Rocka-
way community, a group of com-
munity members, cops, and others 
came together to do some good for a 
family dealing with tragedy. 
 Jamar Jenkins, a 38-year old 
Arverne resident was riding his 
motorcycle up Beach Channel Drive 
with another cyclist when both were 
struck by a car coming down Beach 
45th Street. 
 Jenkins, an avid motorcyclist, 
was pronounced dead at the scene, 
leaving behind a wife and seven 
young children, all younger than 
13-years old. 
 His wife, Fatima Jenkins, posted 
on the Friends of Rockaway Face-
book group looking for bereavement 
counseling for her children. 
 The post was noticed by NYPD 
Community Affairs Officer Victor 
Boamah from the 100th Precinct. 
Boamah grew up in Rockaway, and 
still lives in Far Rockaway. 
 Not only did St. John’s Episco-
pal help with counselors, but Offi-
cer Boamah rallied together other 
members of the department and the 
community to step up for a Rocka-
way local and her kids. 
 On Tuesday, Aug. 23, Boamah, 

along with other members of the 
100th Precinct, the 101st Precinct 
(Where the crash occurred), Pa-
trol Borough Queens South, the 
Far Rockaway NAACP, Municipal 

Credit Union, Chase Bank, and the 
Black Surfing Association surprised 
Fatima and Jamar’s seven children 
with boxes of food, toys, clothes, and 
sneakers at their Arverne home.

 “She posted that the kids need 
counseling on the Friends of Rocka-
way, so we reached out to St. John’s 
Hospital and then they got the coun-
seling started right away. And then 
I just felt like as a community, we 
still need to do something for them,” 
said Officer Boamah on Tuesday. 
 “This is home and we always 
help each other, that’s where we get 
Rockaway strong,” he said. 
 The group, which included 101st 
Precinct Community Affairs Offi-
cers Brett Henry and Lynn Blanch-
ette, Danny Ruscillo, and Black 
Surfing Assocation’s Lou Harris, 
carried bags of clothes and toys up 
to the kids as their mom watched. 
 “I didn’t expect any of this and 
I’ve been feeling like I was gonna 
be alone and now I know that I’ll be 
fine,” Fatima told The Wave, “I have 
a lot of support now. And I didn’t ex-
pect a lot, I think it’s great.” 
 Many of her younger kids couldn’t 
fully grasp why all of this was hap-
pening, but it was important to 
Fatima that they were happy, and 
not thinking about anything just 
for a little while. 
 “This is very helpful for them,” 
she said. 
               Story continues on page 15

See John Schilling’s story on page 6

The Start Of  
Something New 

— NYS Assemblywoman  

     Stacey Pheffer Amato

“...the memory of those we 

lost and what our community 

faced [during Superstorm 

Sandy], along with our resiliency and 

ability to build back in the aftermath,  

has been solidified into our history 

and will serve as a way to pay  

tribute to everything we have  

gone through.”

See story on page 5

Community Unites Through Tragedy
Locals organize to help family out during time of grief
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If you’re like me, you may not to-
tally know where your flashlights 
are—and when you do find them, 
they probably won’t have any bat-
teries in them or at least working 
ones. While it may appear as a 
small thing, so many of us remem-
ber how critical flashlights were 
in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy. According to the Office of 
Emergency Management, we are 
in the “greatest potential” for hur-
ricanes from August till October 
and we know it isn’t a matter of 
“will we” have another emergen-
cy, but rather “when will we” have 
another emergency.

I want to work together to make 
sure we are prepared and able to 
pull through any emergency we 
face. In the last few years our at-
tention has been diverted in differ-
ent directions so it is now time to 
dust off our emergency prepared-
ness skills - so let’s do it together. 
The first step is having flashlights 
with new and working batteries 
(and a few extra). If I remember 
one thing from the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy, it was how dark 
my stairwell and hallways got 
without lights. For those that live 
in buildings, we know that the 
emergency lights don’t last more 
than a few hours. I remember how 
long it took to get our electricity 
back on—and we should never 
face that delay again. In a way to 
try and combat this for the future, 
I was recently appointed to the 
new LIPA (and PSEG) Commis-
sion which will work to establish 
new policies to ensure our energy 
provider is better prepared for 
storm recovery. While we work 
to correct this and have better 
storm recovery, we can ensure we 
have light by being prepared with 
working flashlights. 

Another great tip for prepared-
ness is going back to “old school” 
and having written lists of phone 
numbers and personal medication 
details. The reason: today all gen-
erations truly rely on cell phones; 
and when it runs out of power all 
of your information becomes inac-
cessible until you are able to re-
charge your phone. That leads me 
to another tip (thanks Roger!), ev-
eryone should get a solar charger. 
This is a small tool that can serve 
as an effective way to ensure you 

are able to recharge your phone 
or computer, communicate with 
your loved ones, and even access 
information when electricity is 
unavailable. 

Here are a few other prepared-
ness recommendations. Have: 

• A first aid kit

• Cash put aside (small bills)

• Copies of all your legal 
documents 

• Battery operated radio

• Spare clothes

• Nonperishable food and 
bottled water

• Lighters or matches

#TeamStacey has created a full 
checklist of recommendations and 
other safety tips you may be inter-
ested in. I keep mine on my front 
door so that in an emergency, I 
know exactly where it is. If you’d 
like a checklist, please reach out 
to my office and we will send you 
one in the mail. 

The reason for this list and con-
versation is because of what we 
experienced a decade ago. I can’t 
believe we are approaching the 
10 year anniversary of Hurricane 
Sandy. In order to acknowledge 
this life changing event, I intro-
duced and passed an Assembly 
Resolution to commemorate the 
10th year anniversary. Through 
this act, the memory of those we 
lost and what our community 
faced, along with our resiliency 
and ability to build back in the af-
termath, has been solidified into 
our history and will serve as a 
way to pay tribute to everything 
we have gone through. 

As I go forward, I will continue 
to keep you all apprised of the de-
velopments and work being done. 
If you are interested in getting an 
emergency check off list, please 
reach out to my office and we are 
happy to send you one. As always, 
do not hesitate to contact my of-
fice by phone at 718-945-9550 or 
by email at amatos@nyassembly.
gov. It is a pleasure to serve you 
and I look forward to representing 
you for many more years to come 
(and remember to stop by one of 
our remaining 13 Mobile Office 
Hours over the next few weeks).

Offi  cial Point 
of View 

By Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato

Are You Ready For An Emergency?

By JoAnne Castagna, Ed.D.
Dec. 17, 1903, was a windy day at 

Kitty Hawk, a coastal area of North 
Carolina, but suitable for the Wright 
brothers’ first test of their motor-op-
erated flyer. In fact, they specifically 
chose this location for its wind. 

They started the engines and the pro-
pellers turned. After a few attempts, 
they managed to get the flyer off the 
ground for 59 seconds for a distance of 
852 feet. It was the first time humans 
would fly, but it wouldn’t be the last.

Today, something else is harnessing 
the power of the wind at Kitty Hawk. 
Off the coast, a new offshore wind farm 
is being constructed through a collabo-
ration of federal government agencies 
with the goal of making wind energy 
an everyday part of American life. 

What’s happening at Kitty Hawk 
is advancing the Biden Administra-
tion’s offshore wind energy goals 
outlined in Executive Order 14008: 
Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home 
and Abroad, issued Jan. 27, 2021. The 
executive order directs interagency 
collaboration, “… to increase renew-
able energy production on those lands 
and in those waters, with the goal 
of doubling offshore wind by 2030 
while ensuring robust protection for 
our lands, waters, and biodiversity 
and creating good jobs.”

To help meet this goal, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers North At-
lantic Division is collaborating with 
the Department of the Interior’s Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management. 
USACE is providing BOEM and 
its wind energy developer contrac-
tors scientific and technical support, 
and regulatory oversight prior to its 
construction of offshore wind farms 
in the waters off the mid-Atlantic 
and the Northeast coasts.

“This partnership is a great example 
of federal agencies coming together for 
a common goal: to advance renewable 
energy solutions for the nation,” said 
Karen Baker, former USACE North 
Atlantic Division regional programs 
director and current BOEM chief of the 
Office of Renewable Energy Programs.  
“We look forward to applying USACE’s 
scientific and technical support to en-
able the BOEM-led team.”

What is Renewable Energy?
Renewable energy comes from natu-

ral sources or processes that are con-
stantly replenished, such as sunlight 
or wind.

Wind can be harnessed to create 
electricity. To do this, wind turbines 
are used. Several turbines together 
create what is called a wind farm.

Though wind farms can be construct-
ed either on—or offshore, wind energy 
resources tend to be stronger offshore.

Wind turbines are large structures 
whose towers can be as tall as a New 
York City skyscraper. Typically, 
three blades extend from these tow-
ers with widths reaching the length 
of a football field. 

Heavy foundations that can be 
220 feet long and weigh 1,000 tons 
secure the turbines to the ocean 
floor. Wind turbines in deeper 
ocean waters can be constructed on 
floating platforms instead.

Electricity is generated as wind 
turns the turbine’s blades. The blades 
turn a shaft inside the turbine. The 
shaft turns slowly and is connected 
to several gears that cause a smaller 
shaft to turn much faster. This smaller 
shaft drives the electrical generator.

This generated electricity then flows 
through a buried underwater cable to 
an onshore substation where the volt-
age is stepped up and it connects to the 
onshore electrical grid.

Before offshore wind farms like 
this can be constructed, wind en-
ergy developers must go through the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
review and approval process led by 
BOEM with USACE’s support as 
a cooperating agency.

NEPA requires federal agencies to 
assess the environmental effects of 
their proposed actions prior to making 
decisions on permits to allow the con-
struction of these structures.

Christine Jacek, USACE New Eng-
land District project manager, who 
is involved with offshore wind farm 
projects in the New England region, 
said, “USACE reviews and comments 
on the wind energy developer’s En-
vironmental Impact Statement—a 
government document that outlines 
the impact of a proposed project on 
its surrounding environment. It’s re-
viewed in accordance with our regu-
lations and ensures impacts to the 
aquatic environment are avoided or 
minimized. Based on this review, US-
ACE is responsible with providing the 
developers permit decisions. These 
projects can’t proceed without permit 
decisions issued by USACE.”

Taking To � e Wind For 
Climate Change

Turbines with Vessel

continued on page 16
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REPAIRS or REPLACEMENTS
Whether it’s a small repair, or a complete awning replacement,

we can take care of all your outside shading needs! 

SPRING REHANGS 
We will clean your awning and apply our Exclusive protectant

which will extend the life of your awning.

NEW INSTALLATIONS
We Have Cloth, Metal and Retractable Awnings.

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICE!

April Special
10% OFF ALL ORDERS

Placed Before The
End of April

SPRING IS HERE!
If you are thinking of getting a patio awning or retractable awning this year,

NOW is the time to place your order!

718-500-0793 • www.Surfsideawning.com • Surfsideawning@gmail.com

SUMMER REHANGS

SUMMER IS HERE

August Special
5% OFF ALL ORDERS

Placed Before The
End of August

USACE also makes sure wind energy developer’s 
construction plans don’t negatively impact USACE 
projects. Naomi Handell, USACE North Atlantic Divi-
sion regulatory program manager, gave this example, 
“If an underwater transmission cable route would cross 
a federal channel or the wind developer proposes to 
cross over an area where USACE is dredging sand for 
a project, we advise BOEM and the wind energy devel-
opers on ways to avoid this.”

Following are a few of the offshore wind farm projects 
planned or moving forward in the waters off the mid-
Atlantic and the Northeast coastlines.

Kitty Hawk Offshore Wind Project, North 
Carolina
USACE Norfolk District is serving as a cooperating 

agency as part of BOEM’s environmental impact study 
review. According to BOEM, the project will sit 27 miles 
off the coast of Kitty Hawk. Throughout 122,405 acres 
of ocean, there will be up to 69 offshore wind turbines 
generating 5.2 gigawatts of energy to 700,000 homes by 
2026. USACE’s South Atlantic Division is also working 
on this project.

Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Commercial 
Project, Virginia
Norfolk District is also serving as a cooperating 

agency as part of BOEM’s environmental impact study 
review. This will be the biggest offshore wind farm in 
the United States and one of the biggest in the world, 
according to BOEM. This project will sit 27 miles off 
the coast of Virginia Beach. Throughout 176 miles of 
ocean, there will be up to 205 offshore wind turbines 
generating up to 8.8 million megawatts of power annu-
ally to 660,000 homes in 13 states by 2026.

U.S. Wind, Maryland
USACE Baltimore District is serving as a coop-

erating agency as part of BOEM’s environmental 
impact study review. This project is projected to sit 
11.5 miles off the coast of Maryland. Throughout 
79,707 acres of ocean, the project is slated to have 
126 offshore wind turbines generating 2 gigawatts of 
power for multiple states.

Ocean Wind 1, New Jersey
USACE Philadelphia District is serving as a cooper-

ating agency as part of BOEM’s environmental impact 
study review. This project will sit 13-miles off the coast 
of Atlantic City, New Jersey. There will be up to 98 off-
shore wind turbines generating up to 1.1 giga watts of 
power annually to 500,000 homes by 2024.

South Fork Wind, New York
USACE New York District issued a permit and au-

thorized construction in January 2022, to move for-
ward. This project will sit approximately 19 miles 
southeast of Block Island, Rhode Island, and 35 miles 
east of Montauk Point, Suffolk County, New York. 
Throughout approximately 13,700 acres of ocean, there 
will be up to 12 offshore wind turbines generating ap-
proximately 132 megawatts of power for approximately 
70,000 homes in New York.

Revolution Wind, Rhode Island
USACE New England District is serving as a cooper-

ating agency as part of BOEM’s environmental impact 
study review. This project will sit 18 miles off the coast 
of Rhode Island. There will be 100 offshore wind tur-
bines generating 704 megawatts of power to 400,000 
homes in Rhode Island and Connecticut.

New England Wind (Park City Wind & Com-
monwealth Wind), Massachusetts
New England District is serving as a cooperat-

ing agency as part of BOEM’s environmental im-
pact study review. This project will sit 19 miles 
southwest of Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts. 
There will be 130 offshore wind turbines generating 
2,000 megawatts of power for the Connecticut and 
Massachusetts power grids.

Mayflower Wind, Massachusetts 
New England District is also serving as a cooperat-

ing agency as part of BOEM’s environmental impact 
study review. This project will sit 26 miles off the coast 
of Martha’s Vineyard. There will be up to 147 offshore 

wind turbines generating 804 megawatts of power for 
the Massachusetts power grid.

Vineyard Wind 1, Massachusetts
New England District authorized this project last 

summer; it will sit 14 miles off the coast of Martha’s 
Vineyard. Throughout approximately 75,614 acres of 
ocean, there will be 84 offshore wind turbines gener-
ating 800 megawatts of energy for the Massachusetts 
power grid by 2024.

USACE addresses climate change
The Biden Administration not only tasked federal 

agencies to work together to fight climate change, but 
also to develop their own plans. In response, USACE 
developed a Climate Action Plan in 2021 that benefits 
its projects, the people working on them, and the com-
munities they serve.

“The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Climate Ac-
tion Plan provides actions that demonstrate how the 
Corps continues to further their efforts to address 
climate adaptation and resilience in all aspects of 
Civil Works projects and operations,” said Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil 
Works Jaime A. Pinkham. “This is a vital component 
of identifying the contribution of the Corps to the Ad-
ministration’s goals for resilient infrastructure and 
community preparedness.”

The plan includes identifying programs and missions 
most at risk from climate change to ensure best use 
of taxpayer dollars; putting senior leaders in charge of 
these projects so they are held accountable; revamping 
supply chain policies and operations to create a more 
climate-resilient system; enhancing protections for 
workers and communities; and building a more equi-
table future for at-risk populations.

Wind energy benefits environment, economy
A supporter of the Biden Administration’s push for 

wind energy, Marjaneh Issapour, director of Farming-
dale State College’s Renewable Energy and Sustain-
ability Center, believes the United States could benefit 
from this renewable energy source in two major ways.

“Producing wind energy provides clean energy, re-
duces CO2’s—carbon dioxide—and our carbon foot-
print. Producing wind energy domestically also makes 
us independent from oil, which hopefully would make 
us less exposed to international adverse situations that 
could cost us generations to come. It’s a win-win situa-
tion,” she said. Issapour is a senior member of the In-
stitute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers in Long 
Island where she chairs the Power and Energy Society 
and is a subcommittee member of the American Wind 
Energy Association.

She added these locations off the mid-Atlantic and 
Northeast coasts of the United States are prime areas 
to establish wind energy for several reasons, such as 
having access to deep, open waters, enabling wind farm 
parts manufacturers, some located solely in Europe, to 
ship materials to this region on large cargo ships.

Regarding wind turbine construction, Issapour said 
their size is growing. “When you construct a building, 
the taller the building, the deeper the foundation has 
to be. Wind turbine foundations are filled in with a 
special gravel material that makes the turbines steady 
and stable. This material is produced in Canada, which 
is also easily accessible to this region.”

The economy of the mid-Atlantic and Northeast 
coasts will also benefit greatly. For example, according 
to BOEM, offshore wind farm construction in North 
Carolina and Virginia is expected to generate nearly 
$2 billion for the region’s economy over the next decade.

BOEM has stated part of this will come from new 
jobs. For example, the Kitty Hawk project, once opera-
tional, will create 900 full time jobs.

When these projects are operational, the economies 
of these regions will further benefit. BOEM states re-
gions with offshore wind turbines tend to experience 
an increase in recreation and tourism. 

Part of this may be due to an increase in recreational 
fishing because of an increase in fish habitats. The 
underwater foundations that support the tall wind 
turbines may attract a wide variety of fish and other 
marine animals.

According to BOEM, perhaps the most important 
benefit of offshore wind farms is they help decrease the 

region’s reliance on fossil fuels and help tackle climate 
change.

When fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, and gas, are 
burned to meet our energy needs, this releases carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide into the air, 
which degrades air and water quality and contributes 
to climate change.

Construction and operation of the Kitty Hawk proj-
ect alone, by BOEM’s estimates, is expected to displace 
1,330,032 tons of carbon dioxide, 860 tons of sulfur 
dioxide, and 703 tons of nitrogen oxide annually that 
would have been emitted from fossil-fuel burning fa-
cilities.

BOEM reports these projects are not only meeting 
federal climate change goals but also state objectives. 
For example, the Commonwealth of Virginia enacted 
the Virginia Clean Economy Act in April 2020. This act 
supports the development of 2,500 to 3,000 megawatts 
of clean, reliable offshore wind energy to be in service 
by 2028 and has the goal of transitioning Virginia’s 
biggest utility companies from their current electric 
portfolio to 100 percent carbon-free resources by 2050.

Issapour says Americans have been slow to accept 
renewable energy, such as wind energy, and she would 
like for them to think of the possibilities. “Before you 
say no, just take a look at the data and learn about 
it,” she said. “Look at the long-term benefits. Don’t be 
short-sighted but think of the generations to come. Ask 
yourself – what are the benefits for me, my family, and 
the longevity of our planet? We forget we are the guard-
ians of this beautiful Earth.”

The Wright Brothers would probably agree with her. 
People didn’t believe they could fly, but the brothers kept 
researching and testing their flyers. As a result, today, 
we can fly to most locations throughout the world. Pos-
sibly in years to come, with the offshore wind farms be-
ing constructed now and those in the future, renewable 
energy will be just as common as boarding an airplane 
and climate change will be a passing breeze.  

Dr. JoAnne Castagna is a public affairs special-
ist and writer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
North Atlantic Division.  She can be reached at joanne.
castagna@usace.army.mil.

Taking To � e Wind For Climate Change
continued from page 5




